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The Quality of Lifeamonglsrael’s Population
Groups — A Comparative View

Nitsa (Kaliner) Kasir and Dmitri Romanov

Abstract

This report constitutes a first-ever systematic
formulation of quality of life indicators for the three
population groups comprising Israel’s multifaceted
society — haredim, non-haredi Jews, and Arabs.
These three population groups differ in myriad
respects. However, despite the great differences in
lifestyle and religious beliefs, Israel's citizens all
care about personal well-being, social harmony
and economic welfare; they have an indisputable
common denominator: to live happily ever after, as

the fairytales go.

The present work aims to conceptualize the "happily
ever after” of these three population groups, and to
measure the quality of life of each, based on its
value system. Forthis purpose, many indicators have
been compiled; these characterize the qualitative
as well as quantitative aspects of quality of life
in nine areas: health; personal well-being and

family life; education; income and economic status;

employment; housing; social and community life;
personal security; and public infrastructure and
the environment. The various indicators reflect
two interwoven and complementary views — the
objective conditions of the aforementioned areas
and their subjective perception. Indicators in all
areas have been summarized and weighted for the
value of the aggregate index for each population
group. The weights of the respective indicators were
derived from data culled from a survey conducted
by the Haredi Institute for Public Affairs, which
had over 1,000 respondents. The aggregate index
is the "bottom line,” providing a comprehensive,
statistical answer to an almost philosophical

question: what is our quality of life?

The aggregate index value, which was standardized
to range from zero to one, is 0.64 among haredim,
0.69 among non-haredi Jews, and 0.16 among
Arabs. In four out of the nine areas — health,

personal well-being and family life, social and
community life, and personal security — the quality
of life of the haredi population is higher than that
of non-haredi Jews. For this reason, and despite
the considerable gaps in the areas of education,
income, and employment, the gap in the quality
of life between haredim and non-haredi Jews is
very small. This finding attests to an open secret:
in the areas that are important to haredim, life’'s
good; a low income level and high poverty rate
don't overshadow their joie de vivre and optimism,
because they are the result of a conscious decision
favoring dedication to Torah values over economic

prosperity.

In contrast, there is a huge gap between the quality
of life among Arabs and among Jews. In fact, in
none of the nine areas did the Arab population
rank highest among the three groups. In six of the

areas (with the exception of employment, housing,
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and personal security), the aggregate index values
among the Arab population are considerably lower

than among the Jewish population.

Evidently, the status of the haredi population
is completely different from what is commonly
assumed; these assumptions are based primarily
on official poverty statistics that draw parallels
between haredim and Arabs, and which imply a
grim picture of poverty and distress. Thus, similarity
in one aspect of economic standing does not
reflect the multidimensionality of the quality of life
experience but distorts it. This finding underscores
the importance of a holistic view of the state of the
various population groups in Israel, in recognition
of their respective value systems and preferences

— a view we have aimed to espouse in this project.
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